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FFAA Meeting – Tuesday, March 1, 6:30pm Potluck Dinner, 7:00pm Business Meeting
Program: Get to Know Jay Ericson
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President’s Pen
by Mike Bergeson
The Old Yellow Tom
It is fun to reminisce even if it isn’t about aviation.
About 30 years ago (I hope the statute of limitations
has expired) my brother, Mark, came out to my farm
to help plant sunflowers. One evening after we were
finished working in the field he looked out the back
window of the house and saw a cat. The cat was a big
mean old yellow tom that hung around the farm. You couldn’t get close to it.
All Mark said was, “That cat needs to relax. Watch this.” He went to the
refrigerator and pulled out the milk and poured a couple of teaspoons into
a bowl, took it out back and set in on the ground. After a couple of minutes,
the yellow tom came over and lapped up the milk. Mark went out and
grabbed the bowl and repeated the process, however this time he set it on
top of a cable spool in the back yard that we used for a picnic table.
Mark came back in the house, and, in a couple of minutes the cat jumped
up on the spool and lapped up the milk and jumped back on the ground.
Mark once again headed for the back yard with the jug of milk. He also took
a bottle of whiskey. Mark poured a couple of teaspoons of milk in the bowl
and a dash of whiskey.
Sure enough, the old tom jumped back up on the spool and lapped up
his first cocktail and jumped back to the ground, shook his head a couple
of times and ran off about 10 yards or so. Mark headed back out and
poured another cocktail for the cat. A little stronger this time, two or three
tablespoons of whiskey and a dash of milk.
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Update your gate cards!

President’s Pen, Contd.
Well, that cat jumped up on the spool one more time and
started to lap up the contents of the bowl. Even with a big
old tom cat, we are not talking about a lot of body weight.
A little alcohol goes a long way. About halfway through,
the cat wiped his face with his paw and loudly said,
“Mmrow, mmrow.” It wasn’t a nice meow, but slurred,
just like a human starts to slur after a few stiff drinks. The
cat finished his second drink and sat down on the spool
for a couple of minutes rubbing his face with his paw and
“mrowing.”

See Joe or Philip at the terminal to do so,
or complete the emailed form.

The cat jumped down from the spool. As we all know, cats
always land on their feet, at least when they are sober. A
cat that has been drinking to excess has the same balance
issue as a human. The old tom hit the ground head first
and laid on the ground for a few minutes singing mmrow
mmrow mmroww. The cat then got up and staggered off,
weaving as well as anyone who has just left a bar after a
night of heavy drinking.
The next day that tom cat was as ornery as ever. A night of
good drinking did nothing to relax him.
FFAA Meeting Minutes — February 2, 2016 Meeting
1. The meeting was cancelled due to a winter storm.
2. Treasure’s Report by Robyn Shear
a. Beginning Balance: $3,281.26
Interest: $.11
b. Ending Balance: $3,281.37

JOIN THE FFAA TODAY!

Stay informed on airport issues and ensure your
concerns are heard.
Contact Mike Bergeson
msbergeso@hotmail.com
Advertising Rates
1/4 page: $5/month
1/3 page: $7/month

1/2 page: $10/month
3/4 page: $15/month
full page: $20/month

Airport Manager’s Corner — March 2016
Gate Card Audit: On February 1st, all Gate Cards that were
not validated had been deactivated. Anyone who has one of
these deactivated cards can come in to validate it and have it
reactivated.
Winter Operations: The airport experienced the first big
snow event of the winter so far in February. The photo on the
next page shows the airport loader and snow blower in full
swing during the cleanup operations after the snow storm.
In addition, winter seems to be over for the next few weeks
but anyone who has lived in the Midwest knows that March
and April can still bring snow so we have not put the winter
equipment away just yet. As the ground thaws, we request
that everyone be vigilant not to drive on the grass/dirt if at
all possible. This can cause FOD, ruts, depressions, and other
drainage issues that may be very dangerous to aircraft that
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Airport Manager’s Corner Contd.
may accidently leave the pavement or happen to debris on the
pavement.

Photo Courtesy of ABTEC
McMorrow Field Improvements: Airport staff reviewed
design plans for improvements to McMorrow Field. Several
recommendations were provided to eliminate or reduce issues
in the future. The Parks Department and the Airport met with
interested parties on February 25th to review the proposed
work with citizens, get vital input, and answer any questions
that they may have.
MnDOT Maintenance and Operation Grant: The airport
received grant paperwork from the MnDOT Aeronautics Office
for State Fiscal Year 2016 and 2017. This grant would cover 75%
of eligible maintenance and operation expenses. Minnesota
statures authorize the State to provide financial assistance to
airports for these types of activities if the airport assures that it
will operate and maintain the facilities according to the required
duties and obligations set forth in the document.
MnDOT Inspection: The airport will be inspected by MnDOT
for compliance this year. The South St. Paul Municipal Airport
will be one of fifty airports participating in these inspections.
Some items they will be reviewing is the airport self-inspection
procedures and records, Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs), Winter
Operation procedures, obstructions, and others. Since the
airport is an important part of Minnesota’s aviation system,
we want to see it continue to be successful and a benefit your
community.
New Hangar: The City Council approved a new land lease for a
hangar in the West Hangar Area. The new lease is for 10 years
with two potential 10-year extensions for a maximum of 30
years. The new hangar will be constructed at 1790 Wiplinger.
Grant Closeouts: Airport staff has been working with
consultants Bolten and Menk, Inc. to prepare closeout
documents for two grants for the Ramp Reconstruction project
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and the Obstruction Removal project. The closeout documents will most likely be prepared and submitted in mid-March. Until
the FAA and MnDOT processes the documentation the FAA will withhold 10% of the reimbursable amount.
State of the City Address – Myth-Crushers: Airport staff assisted Mayor Baumann with the State of the City Address by
answering questions pertaining to the airport that citizens’ may have. Airport Manager, Philip Tiedeman recorded those answers
to be played back during the actual State of the City Address. In addition, several key stats were provided which highlight the
importance of the airport to the City.
Kaposia Days: The airport has started planning for several events to take place during Kaposia Days. Some early ideas include a
spot landing accuracy contest, an aircraft recognition contest, and a float for the parade.
Fuel Deliveries: The airport received two fuel deliveries on Friday, February 19th, dropping the prices considerably. 100LL (Avgas)
dropped by $0.20 to $3.99/gallon, Jet A dropped by $0.40 to $3.09/gallon, and 91UL (Mogas) remained unchanged, also at
$3.09/gallon. 100LL is below $4.00/gallon for the first time in over 2+ years!!!

Fleming Fly Market
FOR SALE

WANTED – good ads from members…

40x40 hangars for rent/sale, 60x60 hangar for sale, 20 year
terms. 612-709-9646

Ads are FREE to Members! $1.00 per item for nonmembers. Ads will run for one calendar year (January
through December) and will then be removed. This is
because most people who place ads never contact us
to remove them even if the item has sold. You may
place the same ad again if you wish. Email
amylgesch@gmail.com to place an ad.
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FOR SALE
EXPIRED PRODUCTS – LIMITED QUANTITIES
Selling products below cost

Air Tech Coatings Rev 1 UA55 Fabric Adhesive $40.00ea
Cytec Dapco 2100 sealant
Air Tech Coatings PFU 1030 fabric primer

$70.00ea
$105.00ea

Air Tech a/b 9lb kits Aircast 3700 urethane blue $160.00ea
Air Tech Coatings PCU 2030 primer catalyst

$45.00ea

Used 206 Windshield & Window cover / Bruce’s custom $150.00ea
Windsock – Phillips 66 (orange) 8ft

$60.00ea

Life Vests – West Marine 4000 model 1443

$80.00ea

Vests – Mustang sportsman – size S / L / XL

$80.00ea

Fleming Field (KSGS) - 1700 Henry Ave. South St. Paul, MN 55075
www.lakeandair.com
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